
S P E C I A L   F E A T U R E

N Class-hauled ballast trains 

Above: Canola fields are in full bloom as CLF3 leads N457 and N469 
with the ARTC ballast train to Victoria through Cunningar, NSW, having 
loaded at Lynwood. Wed.24.9.2025  Alex Thorn 
Below: The following day, the CLF has been detached as the two 
Ns are seen passing through Platform 1 at Wangaratta Station. 
Thurs.25.9.2025  Daniel Sciberras



Above: A day later again, N457 tops and N469 tails as the ballast train 
returns to Wangaratta from Seymour, before heading south again. 
Fri.26.9.2025 Daniel Sciberras

Below: N457 leads N469 through Lovely Banks, heading towards 
Gheringhap. Sun.28.9.2025 Benjamin Boehle-Mitchell



Above: At KP 457, N457 and N469 run around their train at the 
1500-metre Leeor Loop. The silos at Serviceton Station, four kilometres 
to the west, can be seen on the horizon.  Mon.29.9.2025 Wayne Morris

Below: A few minutes later, N457-N469 return east towards Lillimur. 
Mon.29.9.2025 Wayne Morris



Above: Track workers ride behind N469 as the train approaches a 
level crossing east of Lillimur, before dropping its ballast around two 
kilometres further along.  Mon.29.9.2025 Wayne Morris

Below: Possible engine trouble? Shortly after midday a few days later, 
BRM001 arrives at Gheringhap and attaches ahead of N469-N457 as 
BL26-BL33-XR559 look on. Fri.3.10.2025 Wayne Morris



Above: BRM001-N469-N457 sits stabled at Inverleigh, a reloading 
point for the ballast wagons. Fri.3.10.2025 Wayne Morris
Below: Wagons freshly restocked, N469-N457-BRM001 roll away 
from the Evans Road level crossing in Lovely Banks, heading east. 
Sat.4.10.2025 Wayne Morris
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